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Zedillo of Mexico; President Alberto Fujimori of
Peru; and President Fidel Castro of Cuba. A tape

was not available for verification of the content
of this interview.

Statement on the Interim Report of the Presidential Advisory Committee
on Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses
May 1, 1997

I appreciate the ongoing, rigorous work of
the Presidential Advisory Committee on Gulf
War Veterans’ Illnesses, and I welcome their
interim letter report.

The care and well-being of our Gulf war vet-
erans is a national duty and a national priority.
That is why I appointed the Committee in May
1995, extended its mandate in January 1997,
and directed its attention in February 1997 to
the recently released intelligence documents
concerning possible chemical exposures.

I am determined that my administration will
do everything necessary to uncover all the facts
and act on any relevant information, to provide
our Gulf war veterans with the quality medical
care they need, and to make sure that in any
future troop deployments, we draw on lessons
learned in the Gulf war to better protect the
health of our troops and their families.

This interim report, like those that preceded
it, will help us meet that responsibility in an
increasingly effective way. I have asked the Sec-
retaries of Defense, Veterans Affairs, and Health
and Human Services, as well as the Acting Di-
rector of Central Intelligence, to study the re-

port and, 2 weeks from today, provide me their
proposals for implementing the Committee’s
recommendations.

To further strengthen our search for the facts,
Secretary Cohen and Acting DCI Tenet have
asked former Senator Warren Rudman to review
the results of their ongoing investigations related
to Gulf war illnesses and to offer appropriate
recommendations. Senator Rudman brings solid
expertise and sound judgment to this important
job. I am confident he will assist the Depart-
ment of Defense and the Central Intelligence
Agency in ensuring their investigations are thor-
ough and will also enhance our ability to inte-
grate Gulf war intelligence ‘‘lessons learned’’
into our future planning.

I am grateful for the PAC’s dedication and
persistence, and look forward to their continued,
indispensable efforts to make sure no stone is
left unturned on behalf of America’s Gulf war
veterans. We will not rest in our determination
to find the answers our service men and women
need and ensure that they receive the care and
benefits they deserve.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Dinner
May 1, 1997

Thank you very much. Mr. Vice President,
thank you for that overly generous introduction.
I loved every word of it. [Laughter] That 5
minutes was the best 5 minutes I ever lost in
my Presidency. He hasn’t been the same person
since.

I want to thank Tipper and Al and Hillary,
all of them in their various ways for being
unique parts of our rather unique team. I want
to thank Tommy Lee Jones for coming here

tonight and for giving that fine speech and being
loyal to his old friend Al Gore.

You know, I’m not as mobile as I normally
am, and I’ve been in this big old awkward chair,
and I heard Tommy Lee’s voice sort of booming
out, you know, and I couldn’t decide whether
I was the fugitive and I ought to be on the
run, whether I was Batman and I should duck—
I didn’t know what I should do. [Laughter] You
know, I really enjoyed watching Tommy Lee
and Al’s friendship; they have a lot in common.
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They sort of like to shoot the bull, and when
they get around each other—they’ve been
friends so long—their accents get thicker, you
know, and the stories get more embellished. Just
like any other two rednecks from Harvard you
ever met. [Laughter]

I want to thank our distinguished leaders,
Governor Romer and Steve Grossman, and the
dinner chairs: Abe Pollin, Tommy Boggs, Morty
Bahr, Janice Griffin, Bob Johnson. Thank you,
Alan Solomont and Dan Dutko and Carol
Pensky. Thanks to the entertainers. But I’d like
to ask you all to give a special hand to our
dinner chairs; they worked like crazy to bring
this off for us tonight and I thank them for
it very much.

I won’t take long tonight, but I want to just
reinforce a couple of things the Vice President
said. Tomorrow we’re going to dedicate this me-
morial to Franklin Roosevelt, a man who be-
lieved in bold, persistent experimentation; a man
who became President at the country’s lowest
ebb in this century and whose faith and opti-
mism and determination carried us a very long
way. When Al Gore and I sought your support
and the votes of the American people in 1992,
we were, thankfully, in nowhere near that much
trouble. But it was clear that we were in the
midst of drift and division and deadlock. It was
clear that we were going through a period of
profound change, moving into a new century,
a new millennium, and a new way of living
together, and that we had, as a nation, no clear
strategy to pursue.

And I had a simple idea that I wanted my
daughter and her children to grow up in an
America in the 21st century where everyone
willing to work for it had opportunity; where
all citizens recognized that there were no rights
without responsibility; where we cherish our di-
versity, instead of being torn asunder by it, and
we grew together, closer as one America; and
where we embrace the world, instead of running
away from it, and we’re glad to be still the
leading force for peace and freedom and pros-
perity. That is what I want, that is what I want-
ed, and that is what we are going to have in
the 21st century, thanks to you and millions
of Americans like you all across this country.

And I thought to do it, we would have to
experiment. I had some ideas that people said
were nutty, and they weren’t appropriately pure.
They were not perfectly liberal or perfectly con-
servative. I had this crazy idea that you could

reduce the deficit and still increase investment
in people, in education; that you could actually
reduce the size of Government but put more
money into the things people needed; that you
could actually help business and labor; that you
could actually grow the economy and preserve
and even improve the environment.

Now, we started this economic program, and
all of our friends in the other party voted against
it and said it was crazy and it would never
work. Well, sooner or later, the posturing has
to not count nearly as much as the results.
We’ve had a record number of new jobs, a
record number of new businesses. We have the
strongest, healthiest economy in 30 years, and
wages are going up and inequality in this coun-
try is going down among working families for
the first time in over 20 years. And you should
be proud of that because you made it happen.
I’m proud of it, and I want you to be proud
of it.

I had this idea that crime was not a political
football that you should position yourself around
in Washington with a bunch of rhetoric, that
it really would make a difference if we put com-
munity policing back into America’s streets, and
we put more police on the street. Not just
Dwayne and Eddie, the two that Al put when
he was President, but—[laughter]—99,998
more. And we’re well on the way.

And I thought it was silly to say that an Amer-
ican citizen couldn’t favor the right of sports
people and hunters to use their weapons and
not be for sensible restraints on gun ownership
and acquisition by criminals, and dangerous peo-
ple and people who were incompetent should
not have them. I thought that was wrong.

When we passed the crime bill, they said,
well, it didn’t fit into anybody’s little box. All
I know is crime is still going down every year;
there are more police on the street; America
is a safer place today because we were inter-
ested in what would work to fulfill our values.
And if people are not secure in America, they
are not fully free. We were right, and you
should be proud of that. I want you to be proud
of it.

Well, I could go through a lot of other issues.
I’m proud of what we did in Haiti and Bosnia
and the Middle East and Northern Ireland. I’m
proud of the way we reached out to Russia
and to expand NATO. I’m proud of the fact
that we said we are going forward as one coun-
try, and we started the AmeriCorps program
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to give young people a chance to serve their
country and earn some money to go to college.

And as I look back on it, I would have to
say that, thanks to all those things and the family
and medical leave law, the initiative on tobacco,
and a lot of other things, this country has more
opportunity, more responsibility, a closer knit
community, and is stronger in the world in its
leadership role than it would have been if we’d
stayed the course that was dominant in 1992—
you were right, and you should be proud of
it—and a whole lot better off than we’d have
been if the ‘‘Contract With America’’ had not
been stopped in 1995.

Now, in the first 100 days of this administra-
tion, Democrats and Republicans are working
in good faith in the hope that we can reach
a budget agreement. But what we want is simple
and clear: We want to balance the budget and
invest more in education, extend health care
to children. Yes, we didn’t win the health care
fight, but Franklin Roosevelt was for experimen-
tation. I’m glad I tried to give the hard-working
families in this country health insurance. I’m
not sorry I tried to do that. I think we were
right to try, and we ought to at least give it
to the children of America in this term. We
can do that.

We ought to continue to clean up the envi-
ronment. Now that we’re requiring people on
welfare who are able-bodied to go to work, we
ought to make darn sure the jobs are there
for them. And we ought to stop the punish-
ment—unjust—of legal immigrants in this coun-
try who work hard and do their part to make
our country strong.

We’ve got that kind of budget, and I hope
we’ve got that kind of budget negotiations going.
We’ve got 20 percent of the country committed
already in the first 100 days to embracing na-
tional standards for learning, and for the first
time ever in America, having an examination
of fourth and eighth graders in reading and
math. We have got hundreds of businesses—
hundreds and hundreds—committed to helping
us move a million people from welfare to work.

We had Hillary’s conference on early child-
hood and the brain and the magnificent Summit
of Service in Philadelphia last weekend. That
embodies what I think America is at its best,
putting people first, putting our country’s future
first, not taking cheap shots. And after a long
fight, we also ratified the Chemical Weapons
Convention, which will take us a long way to-

ward eradicating the threat of chemical weapons
from the face of the Earth. We are moving
in the right direction.

What I want to say to you tonight in closing
are two brief points: First of all, it bothers me
that members of both parties, at this moment
of America’s greatest influence, most profound
economic and social renovation, when we are
in the greatest position of all to try to bring
the people of the world together in economic
cooperation and competition, advancing democ-
racy and human rights, finding ways globally
to preserve our little planet’s environment—that
people in both parties somehow feel afraid of
the future and afraid of the rest of the world
and don’t want to eagerly embrace it.

If you believe for a moment that we can
fulfill the legacy of Franklin Roosevelt and con-
tinue to lead the world by hunkering down,
withdrawing, turning our backs on a waiting
world that longs for what we now almost take
for granted, that is wrong. The Democratic Party
at the end of World War II, under Franklin
Roosevelt and Harry Truman, said to the rest
of the world, ‘‘Come on, we’ll all get together
and go forward together.’’ And I want you to
be a part of that kind of Democratic Party for
the 21st century.

And the last thing I want to say is that Frank-
lin Roosevelt was an awfully good politician.
After all, he managed to get himself elected
4 times. He managed to always look happy and
strong and confident no matter what personal
pain he might have endured. And he was mar-
velously successful because he liked people and
he liked politics.

And I hope you’re here tonight because you
like politics. And I hope you never stop liking
politics. And I wish that we could have had
this event tonight in the Lincoln Bedroom, but
we did not have enough coffee in the White
House. [Laughter]

Now, the next time somebody asks you why
you’re helping us, tell them the stories I told
you tonight and think about the people you
know whose lives have been changed by what
we have done in moving the AIDS drugs more
rapidly to market, in coming out for the family
leave law, in making college more affordable
for people, in creating all these jobs to give
people the chance to work in dignity, and having
the biggest drop in welfare rolls in the history
of the country. Now, you think about that. All
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that was made possible by the American political
system.

I am proud of you. I want you to be proud
of you. And I want you to get up tomorrow
and say, ‘‘I’m glad I was part of that. America
is better than it was 4 years ago. It’s going
to be better 4 years from now. And the most
important thing is my grandchildren will live
in a 21st century that is worthy of American’s
glorious past.’’

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:20 p.m. at the
D.C. Armory. In his remarks, he referred to actor

Tommy Lee Jones; Gov. Roy Romer of Colorado,
general chair, Steve Grossman, national chair,
Alan D. Solomont, national finance chair, and
Carol Pensky, treasurer, Democratic National
Committee; Abe Pollin, owner, NBA Washington
Bullets and NHL Washington Capitals; Tommy
Boggs, attorney; Morton Bahr, international presi-
dent, Communications Workers of America; Jan-
ice Griffin, vice president, Prudential; Robert L.
Johnson, chairman and chief executive officer,
BET Holdings, Inc.; and Dan Dutko, chair, Vic-
tory Fund.

Remarks to the Saxophone Club
May 1, 1997

The President. I was sitting there pondering—
standing there pondering—[laughter]—giving
the Vice President a standing ovation with my
stiff leg—[laughter]—how he had so much en-
ergy at 10:30 at night. [Laughter] And then I
realized, well, he is a younger man. [Laughter]

Let me say to all of you who helped to make
this evening possible tonight, I thank you, and
I thank Tipper and Al for being there with
Hillary and me for the last 4 years and 2
months—not only politically but also personally,
in a remarkable and perhaps unique way. I
thank the Vice President for being the most
important adviser I could have on a whole range
of issues. There’s very little he doesn’t know
a lot about, and now he knows more than he
even did when he showed up here. [Laughter]
And this country is much better off because
Al Gore’s been the Vice President of the United
States.

When Tipper and Al and Hillary were talking,
I thought to myself, I love these Saxophone
Club events, and I love to look out at the sea
of eager faces thinking about the future. ‘‘Don’t
stop thinking about tomorrow.’’ [Laughter] And
I was looking at Billy Baldwin, and then when
Al said he was handsome and articulate and
committed——

The Vice President. Suave.
The President. Suave. [Laughter]
The Vice President. Charming.

The President. Charming. [Laughter] What I
was thinking is ‘‘and young,’’ and I really resent
it. [Laughter]

And Tracy and her band, I’m glad they were
here, and I thank them for performing and for
being in such good humor tonight. I hope we
all are. But I really appreciate—I want to tell
you a story about Billy Baldwin. He also came
to New York once during the campaign and
introduced us at an event—you may have been
there or—[laughter]—or you’re just stirred by
the very thought of it. [Laughter] He does have
that effect on some people. [Laughter] And he
actually—I mean, I felt like I should write him
an excused absence because he missed his anni-
versary to be there with us one night, because
he cared so much——

Audience members. Aw-w-w.
The President. Well, he celebrated it the next

day. [Laughter] That’s something you can do
when you’re young. You think there will always
be a next day, so it’s good. But the thing that
struck me about that was that here is this man
who is doing this—who does not have to do
this—because he believes it.

And I saw his brother the other night, and
he came up and started talking to me about
a whole other set of issues. And I thought, just
what he said tonight in his remarkable speech—
I thought those guys must have had a remark-
able upbringing because they’re not just going
off and living with their money and living with
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